Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter & Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2012-282
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE SUNS BASEBALL TEAM ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in April 1962 the City of Jacksonville welcomed relocation of the Cleveland Indians’ Class AAA farm team from Jersey City, NJ to Wolfson Park and the Jacksonville Suns were born, representing a substantial step up from the city’s previous Class A franchises; and


WHEREAS, in the intervening years the Suns have had numerous major league parent franchise affiliations, including the St. Louis Cardinals, New York Mets, Kansas City Royals, Montreal Expos (when the team was known as the Jacksonville Expos), Seattle Mariners, Detroit Tigers, Los Angeles Dodgers and Florida (now Miami) Marlins; and


WHEREAS, since 1985 the Suns have prospered and experienced their greatest successes under the ownership of the Bragan family, who have brought outstanding leadership to the team and made it into one of the community’s most valuable assets and points of pride; and 


WHEREAS, in 2003 the Suns moved into the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, a product of the Better Jacksonville Plan and one of the finest stadiums in all of minor league baseball; and


WHEREAS, hundreds of successful major league players have spent parts of their minor league careers in Jacksonville, including current Hall of Famers Nolan Ryan and Tom Seaver, sure-fire Hall of Famers Randy Johnson and Alex Rodriguez, and many other solid big leaguers ranging from Andres Gallaraga and Tug McGraw to Amos Otis, Marquis Grissom, Shane Victorino and Matt Kemp, including an amazing 65 former Suns on major league rosters in 2010 and/or 2011; and

WHEREAS, the last decade has seen the greatest sustained success in the Suns’ history, including Southern League championship teams in 2001, 2005, 2009 and 2010 playing before large and adoring crowds in a fabulous stadium; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Suns are a true Jacksonville institution and one of the community’s greatest points of pride, and the City is thrilled to be able to congratulate the Bragan family and the Suns on their inestimable value to Jacksonville after 50 years of success; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Suns and the Bragan family on the occasion of the franchise’s 50th anniversary, and wishes the club, its owners, management, players and fans, the very best of continued success for decades to come.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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